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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Jim Gish

Sent: Wednesday, March 03, 2021 10:10 AM

To: Tom Hanley

Cc: Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: Franklin Street Recommendation

Attachments: 2020-02-21 Middlebury WCRS(23) Updated Traffic Control Plans_Franklin Street.pdf

Tom,  
 
Kubricky is finalizing its plan for the final season of the downtown construction project and is asking that 
the Town decide on the future of Franklin Street.  VTrans also needs a decision in order to finalize its plan 
for paving our Class 1 Town Highways this summer. 
 
Would you please poll the members of the Public Health & Safety Committee to see if they would support 
maintaining the current one-way configuration?  I am hoping to get this on the agenda for the March 23 
Selectboard meeting. 
 
Here's the background. 
 
Franklin Street, the one-block Town road connecting Storrs Avenue and Academy Street, was reconfigured 
last spring as a one-way street running west up toward the College in order to add some 20 parking 
spaces for downtown shoppers during the summer closure of Main Street and Merchants Row. 
 
This one-way arrangement seems to have worked out well.  It has eliminated congestion at the 
intersection where Franklin and Academy and South Main streets meet, improving traffic flow for both 
motorists and ACTR buses departing the hub in front of Twilight Hall.  It has significantly reduced traffic 
for those who live and work on Franklin Street and improved safety for the students who walk or bike to 
classes at Twilight Hall or who continue into downtown.  The parking will benefit not only future downtown 
shoppers but those who work downtown and at the Davis Family Library, whose employee parking lot is 
often full.  The parking spaces could also be utilized for future Town or College events that might be held 
in Storrs Park.  The relatively low volume of traffic on Franklin Street would allow emergency services 
vehicles to travel eastbound if needed.  To my knowledge, there have been no requests to return the 
street to its two-way configuration. 
 
Attached is the striping and signing plan for Franklin Street that went into effect last spring.    
 
Best, 
Jim 
 
Jim Gish 
Community Liaison, Downtown Bridges Replacement Project 
 
Town of Middlebury 
77 Main Street, Middlebury VT 05753 
(802) 388-8100 x200 
www.middleburybridges.org 


